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Online News 



Temporal Summarization 
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• Timelines summaries provide an 

overview of relevant events 

 

• Important for news stories that last 

months, or years: 

• e.g. Syrian civil war and Ukraine crisis 

 

• News agencies: manual creation is 

expensive, limited, slow, if exists at all.   

 

• Automatic generation of timelines is 

often of a low quality 

 



News Stories on Wikipedia 



News Stories on Wikipedia 



News Stories on YAGO 



Current Events on Wikipedia 

news updates of the day news stories 
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WikiTimes System Overview 

http://wikitimes.l3s.de 

http://wikitimes.l3s.de/rdf/ 

 

http://wikitimes.l3s.de/rdf/
http://wikitimes.l3s.de/rdf/
http://wikitimes.l3s.de/rdf/


Collected events from the past 

15 years 

Quality assessment 

WikiTimes Dataset 



WikiTimes Dataset 



WikiTimes Dataset 

 

Content of daily summaries is rarely revised after one week of publication 

 

 
 



WikiTimes Dataset 

Comparison with timelines published by news agencies 
 

• 21 timeline summaries on four example news stories:  

 e.g. Egypt Revolution, Syria Civil War, Yemen Crisis and Libyan Civil War 

 

• Comparison with timelines published by 25 popular news agencies: 

 e.g. CNN, BBC, Reuters, New York Times, etc.  

 between January 2011 and July 2013. 

 



Ongoing Work - Enrichment 

 

• Event to story link: 

• Only 16% of events are linked to news stories 

• Find links by measuring the overlap between an event and a timeline  

• Temporal distance 

• Entity overlap 

• Topic similarity (category, summary, news article content) 

 

• Story to Story link: 

• Merging similar stories 

• Grouping related stories 

 

• Improving Categorization 

 

• Detecting location 
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